In the title complex, [Zn(C 48 H 36 N 4 )]ÁCH 2 Cl 2 , the Zn II atom lies on an inversion center and the dichloromethane solvent molecule is disordered around an inversion center. The tolyl substituents are twisted compared to the central aromatic ring system of the porphyrin, similar to what is seen in previously published structures of this molecule [Dastidar & Goldberg (1996) . Acta Cryst. C52, 1976-1980] . The dihedral angles between the mean planes of the tolyl rings and the central ring are 66.98 (6) and 60.40 (6) .
Related literature
For other solvates of this molecule see: Dastidar & Goldberg (1996) . For similar structures of ligand-bridged porphyrin sandwich-type structures, see: Diskin-Posner et al. (2002) ; Mak et al. (1998) ; Kieran et al. (2005) ; Dastidar et al. (1996) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Adler et al. (1967) .
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Comment
While pursing ligand bridged porphyrin sandwich-type supramolecular structures, similar to those created by Diskin-Posner et al. (2002) , Mak et al. (1998) and Kieran et al. (2005) , we sought to crystallize zinc 5,10,15,20-tetrakis(4'-tolyl)porphyrin with pyrazine. The resulting deep red crystals that formed were found not to contain any pyrazine, but contained a well ordered porphyrin structure different than those previously published (Dastidar & Goldberg, 1996) . The role of the pyrazine in the crystal deposition is unknown and will be explored further as the same crystals can not be obtained without the compound being present.
The title porphyrin ( Figure 1 ) has a zinc atom located at the center of the porphyrin framework in near exact planarity to the porphyrin. The tolyl substituents are angled compared to the central aromatic ring of the porphyrin, similar to what is seen in previously published structures (Dastidar & Goldberg, 1996) . The dihedral angles between the mean planes of the peripheral rings to the central ring are 66.98 (6) and 60.40 (6) °.
Experimental
The synthesis of zinc 5,10,15,20-tetrakis(4'-tolyl)porphyrin was carried out according literature procedures (Adler et al., 1967) . Dark red crystals were grown by liquid diffusion of methanol into a dichloromethane solution containing 20 mg of zinc 5,10,15,20-tetrakis(4'-tolyl)porphyrin and 2 mg of pyrazine.
Refinement
The dichloromethane solvent molecule is disordered around a center of inversion. Non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically with an occupation factor of 0.5 for C and 1.0 for Cl. All C-bound H atoms were placed in idealized positions (C-H = 0.95-1.00 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms. H atoms were constrained so that U iso (H) were equal to 1.2Ueq or 1.5Ueq of their respective parent atoms. (9) 0.0138 (9) 0.0001 (7) 0.0031 (7) 0.0008 (7) N2 0.0166 (9) 0.0203 (10) 0.0125 (9) 0.0004 (7) 0.0022 (7) 0.0014 (7 
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